
North Hollywood to Pasadena Bus Rapid Transit Corridor Project  
Draft EIR ES. Executive Summary 

Page ES-1 

ES. Executive Summary 

This Executive Summary is intended to provide the reader with a concise summary of the Los 

Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority (Metro) North Hollywood to Pasadena 

Bus Rapid Transit Corridor Project (BRT) (Proposed Project or Project) and its potential 

environmental effects. It contains the purpose of the Draft Environmental Impact Report (EIR), a 

summary of the environmental review process, the project history, project objectives, a 

description of the Proposed Project, a summary of environmental impacts and mitigation 

measures, areas of controversy/issues to be resolved, a comparison of the Proposed Project to 

alternatives, and a trade-off analysis comparing the Proposed Project and route options.  

The Proposed Project would provide a BRT service connecting several cities and communities 

between the San Fernando and San Gabriel Valleys. Specifically, the Proposed Project would 

consist of a BRT service that runs from the North Hollywood B/G Line (Red/Orange) Station in 

the City of Los Angeles through the Cities of Burbank and Glendale and into the City of 

Pasadena ending at Pasadena City College. The Proposed Project would operate along a 

combination of local roadways and freeway sections with various configurations of mixed-flow 

and dedicated bus lanes depending on location. Figure ES-1 shows the regional context of the 

Project Corridor. 

The Proposed Project includes options for the BRT route and configurations. This was 

necessary due to public feedback during the completion of the Alternatives Analysis and Draft 

EIR scoping feedback. It was not possible to reach a consensus on one route preferred by 

Metro, the cities, stakeholders, and general public. Metro determined that all stakeholders and 

the agency decision-makers would best be informed about the Proposed Project by equally 

evaluating the potential environmental impacts of multiple routes.  

ES.1 PURPOSE OF THIS DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT 

Metro has prepared this Draft EIR to satisfy the requirements of the California Environmental 

Quality Act (CEQA) (Public Resources Code Section 21000, et seq.) and the CEQA Guidelines 

(California Code of Regulations, Title 14, Chapter 3, Section 15000, et seq.). The Draft EIR will 

inform public agency decision-makers and the public of the significant environmental effects of 

the Proposed Project, as well as possible ways to minimize those significant effects, and 

reasonable alternatives to the Proposed Project that would avoid or minimize those significant 

effects. The Draft EIR will also enable Metro to consider environmental consequences when 

deciding whether to approve the Proposed Project. 
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Figure ES-1 ï Regional Context of the Study Corridor 

 
SOURCE: Terry A. Hayes Associates Inc., 2020. 
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Metro serves as the lead agency for the Proposed Project and has the principal responsibility for 

approving the Project. Lead agencies are charged with the duty to avoid or substantially lessen 

significant environmental impacts of a project, where feasible. In determining whether to 

approve a project that would result in significant adverse environmental effects, a lead agency 

has an obligation to balance the economic, social, technological, legal, and other benefits of a 

project against its significant unavoidable impacts on the environment. 

This Draft EIR is an informational document designed to identify the potentially significant 

impacts of the Proposed Project on the environment; to indicate the manner in which those 

significant impacts can be minimized; to identify reasonable and potentially feasible alternatives 

to the Proposed Project that would avoid or reduce the significant impacts; and to identify any 

significant unavoidable adverse impacts that cannot be mitigated. 

ES.2 ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW PROCESS 

In May 2019, an Alternatives Analysis Report, including its findings and recommendations, was 

presented to the Metro Board of Directors. The Metro Board directed staff to initiate a Draft EIR. In 

compliance with the CEQA Guidelines Section 15082, a Notice of Preparation (NOP) was prepared 

and distributed on June 14, 2019, to the State Clearinghouse and June 17, 2019, to various other 

public agencies and the general public for a 45-day review and comment period. During the initial 

45-day review period, Metro extended the scoping period for an additional 15 days ï officially 

ending the scoping period on August 15, 2019. Five scoping meetings were held in July 2019 to 

facilitate public review and comment on the Proposed Project and the Draft EIR. Metro received a 

total of 2,584 comments during the public scoping period. Generally, comments received were a 

mix of both supportive and opposed sentiments toward the Proposed Project.  

After the public review and comment period, written responses to all written comments and oral 

testimony pertaining to environmental issues received during the comment period will be prepared 

as part of the Final EIR. As required by CEQA, responses to comments submitted by commenting 

agencies will be distributed to the agencies for review prior to consideration of the Final EIR by 

Metroôs Board. 

Upon completion of the Final EIR and other required documentation, the Metro Board may 

adopt the findings relative to the Proposed Projectôs environmental effects after implementation 

of mitigation measures and statement of overriding considerations, certify the Final EIR, and 

approve the Proposed Project. 

Opportunities for the public to provide comments and participate in virtual public hearings are 

indicated on the following page. 
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Public Hearings 

Metro will conduct two virtual public hearing to take testimony on the Draft EIR during the public review 
and comment period. Public hearings will not be in person to promote community safety related to 
Coronavirus 2019/2020. 

The presentation may be viewed during the public review period at:  
 https://www.metro.net/projects/noho-pasadena-corridor/ 

Virtual public hearings will take place during the following dates and times: 

Date: Thursday, November 12, 2020 

Time:  6:00 p.m. ï 8:00 p.m. 

Online link: https://zoom.us/j/93362737314 

Telephone: (877) 853-5247 (Toll Free) 

 (888) 788 0099 (Toll Free) 

 (833) 548 0276 (Toll Free) 

 (833) 548 0282 (Toll Free) 

Webinar ID:  933 6273 7314  

Date: Saturday, November 14, 2020 

Time: 11:00 a.m. ï 1:00 p.m. 

Online link:  https://zoom.us/j/93255094044 

Telephone: (833) 548-0276 (Toll Free) 

 (833) 548-0282 (Toll Free) 

 (877) 853-5247 (Toll Free) 

 (888) 788-0099 (Toll Free) 

Webinar ID: 932 5509 4044  

Public Comments 

The public review and comment period for this Draft EIR is from October 26, 2020 to December 10, 
2020. During this period, public agencies, organizations, and individuals may submit written comments 
concerning the adequacy of the Draft EIR to: 

Scott Hartwell, Project Manager 
Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority  
One Gateway Plaza, Mail Stop: 99-22-6 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 
Email:  nohopasbrt@metro.net 

You may also call the North Hollywood Pasadena BRT Corridor Project hotline (213) 418-3228 and 
leave a message. 

 

ES.3 PROJECT OBJECTIVES 

The Proposed Project would provide improved and reliable transit service to meet the mobility 

needs of residents, employees, and visitors who travel within the corridor. In addition to advancing 

the goals of Metroôs Vision 2028 Strategic Plan, objectives of the Proposed Project include: 

¶ Advance a premium transit service that is more competitive with auto travel 

¶ Improve accessibility for disadvantaged communities 

¶ Improve transit access to major activity and employment centers 

¶ Enhance connectivity to Metro and other regional transit services 

¶ Provide improved passenger comfort and convenience 

¶ Support community plans and transit-oriented community goals  

https://zoom.us/j/93362737314
https://zoom.us/j/93255094044
mailto:nohopasbrt@metro.net
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ES.4 PROJECT HISTORY 

The North Hollywood to Pasadena BRT Corridor was identified by Metroôs 2013 Countywide 

Bus Rapid Transit and Street Design Improvement Study as one of the regionôs most heavily 

traveled corridors without a premium bus service. This led to the North Hollywood to Pasadena 

BRT Corridor Technical Study, completed in March 2017, which explored the feasibility and 

performance of implementing BRT, including dedicated bus lanes, enhanced stations, all-door 

boarding, and transit signal priority. The BRT Corridor Technical Study identified two initial BRT 

concepts (Primary Street and Primary Freeway), including multiple route options, as the most 

promising alternatives to address the transportation challenges within this corridor. 

The North Hollywood to Pasadena BRT Corridor Planning and Environmental Study was 

initiated in August 2018 to further study BRT concepts. Metro launched an extensive public 

outreach effort to provide project updates and to solicit feedback on the two initial BRT concepts 

identified in the BRT Corridor Technical Study. This outreach effort included five community 

meetings in addition to approximately 40 individual briefings with the affected citiesô elected 

officials and other community, business, and neighborhood groups. To broaden the outreach 

efforts to reach historically underserved communities, the Metro outreach team attended 

neighborhood events such as street fairs, farmers markets, and music festivals, and shared 

project information at the North Hollywood Metro B/G Line (Red/Orange) Station. 

Field reviews were conducted to evaluate potential routing and station opportunities and 

constraints, as well as land uses. Concurrently, a comprehensive database of street cross 

sections, existing transit service characteristics, and other data was assembled and evaluated 

to inform the screening and evaluation of alternatives in the North Hollywood to Pasadena 

Alternatives Analysis Report. The results of the initial screening analysis were synthesized into 

three distinctive refined routes to further study ð street-running, freeway-running, and hybrid 

street/freeway-running. Each of these three routes extended from the Metro B/G Line 

(Red/Orange) terminus on Lankershim Boulevard and terminated at the Pasadena City College 

near Colorado Boulevard at Hill Avenue in Pasadena. It was determined that the street-running 

route best met the Projectôs Objectives and would achieve the highest number of overall 

benefits, including ridership potential, connectivity, transit-orientated community opportunities, 

equity, and environmental benefits. Promising route segments from the other two screened 

routes were also recommended to be carried forward, resulting in a refined street-running route 

with options. 

The Alternatives Analysis Report describes routes that were eliminated from consideration. 

Combined with the feedback received from the various communities, several of the initial routing 

options were eliminated from further consideration ð three from the Primary Street Concept and 

two from the Primary Freeway Concept. Routes that were eliminated from consideration included, 

Chandler Boulevard (North Hollywood ï Burbank), Magnolia Boulevard (North Hollywood ï 

Burbank), Brand Boulevard (Glendale), Burbank Boulevard ï Hollywood Way ï Hollywood 

Burbank Airport ï Interstate 5, and Fair Oaks Avenue/Raymond Avenue Couplet (Pasadena). 
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ES.5 PROPOSED PROJECT 

The Proposed Project extends approximately 18 miles from the North Hollywood Metro B/G Line 

(Red/Orange) Station on the west to Pasadena City College on the east. The BRT corridor 

generally parallels the Ventura Freeway (State Route 134) between the San Fernando and San 

Gabriel Valleys and traverses the communities of North Hollywood and Eagle Rock in the City of 

Los Angeles as well as the Cities of Burbank, Glendale, and Pasadena. Potential connections 

with existing high-capacity transit services include the Metro B Line (Red) and G Line (Orange) 

in North Hollywood, the Metrolink Antelope Valley and Ventura Lines in Burbank, and the Metro 

L Line (Gold) in Pasadena. The Project Area includes several dense residential areas as well as 

many cultural, entertainment, shopping and employment centers, including the North Hollywood 

Arts District, Burbank Media District, Downtown Burbank, Downtown Glendale, Eagle Rock, Old 

Pasadena and Pasadena City College.  

The Proposed Project would generally include dedicated bus lanes where there is adequate 

existing street width, while operating in mixed traffic within the City of Pasadena. BRT service 

would operate in various configurations depending upon the characteristics of the roadways. 

Route options including in one segment, bus lane configuration options, are evaluated in the 

EIR in response to input received during completion of the Alternatives Analysis and EIR 

scoping period: It was not possible to reach a consensus on one route preferred by Metro, the 

cities, stakeholders, and general public. Metro determined that Metro decision-makers and all 

stakeholders would best be informed about the Proposed Project by equally evaluating the 

potential environmental impacts of multiple routes.  

Figure ES-2 shows the Proposed Project and route options. Table ES-1 provides the bus lane 

configurations for each route segment of the Proposed Project and route options.  
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Figure ES-2 ï Proposed Project with Route Options 

 
SOURCE: Terry A. Hayes Associates Inc., 2020. 
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Table ES-1 ï Route Segments 

Key Segment From To 
BRT Lane 

Configuration Stations 

A1 
(Project) 

Lankershim Blvd. N. Chandler Blvd. Chandler Blvd. Mixed-Flow ¶ Western Terminus at North 
Hollywood Metro Station with 
connection to Metro B Line (Red) and 
Metro G Line (Orange) 

Chandler Blvd. Lankershim Blvd. Vineland Ave. Side-Running
1
 

Mixed-Flow
2
 

 

Vineland Ave. Chandler Blvd. Lankershim Blvd. Center-Running ¶ Hesby St. 

Lankershim Blvd. Vineland Ave. SR-134 Interchange Center-Running 
Mixed-Flow

3
 

 

A2 
(Option) 

Lankershim Blvd. N. Chandler Blvd. SR-134 Interchange Side-Running 
Curb-Running

4
  

¶ Hesby St. 

B 
(Project) 

SR-134 Freeway Lankershim Blvd. Pass Ave. (EB) 

Hollywood Wy. (WB) 

Mixed-Flow  

C 
(Project) 

Pass Ave. ï 
Riverside Dr. (EB) 
Hollywood Wy. ï 
Alameda Ave. (WB) 

SR-134 Freeway Olive Ave. Mixed-Flow
5
  

Olive Ave. Hollywood Wy. (WB) 

Riverside Dr. (EB) 

Glenoaks Blvd. Curb-Running ¶ Riverside Dr. 

¶ Alameda Ave. 

¶ Buena Vista St. 

¶ Verdugo Ave. (optional station) 

¶ Olive Avenue bridge over Front St. 
and Burbank-Downtown Metrolink 
Station 

¶ San Fernando Blvd. 

D 
(Project) 

Glenoaks Blvd. Olive Ave. Central Ave. Curb-Running 

Median-Running
6
 

¶ Alameda Ave. 

¶ Western Ave. 

¶ Grandview Ave. (optional station) 

¶ Pacific Ave. 
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Key Segment From To 
BRT Lane 

Configuration Stations 

E1 
(Project) 

Central Ave.  Glenoaks Blvd. Broadway Mixed Flow 

Side-Running
7
 

¶ Lexington Dr. 

Broadway Central Ave. Colorado Blvd. Side-Running ¶ Brand Blvd. 

¶ Glendale Ave. 

¶ Verdugo Rd. 

E2 

(Option) 

Central Ave. Glenoaks Blvd. Colorado St. Mixed-Flow 

Side-Running
7
 

¶ Lexington Dr. 

¶ Americana Wy. 

Colorado St. ï 
Colorado Blvd. 

Central Ave. Broadway Side-Running ¶ Brand Blvd. 

¶ Glendale Ave. 

¶ Verdugo Rd. 

E3 
(Option) 

Central Ave. Glenoaks Blvd. Goode Ave. (WB) 
Sanchez Dr. (EB) 

Mixed-Flow  

Goode Ave. (WB) 

Sanchez Dr. (EB) 

Central Ave. Brand Blvd. Mixed-Flow ¶ Brand Blvd. 

SR-134
8
 Brand Blvd. Harvey Dr. Mixed-Flow ¶ Harvey Dr. 

F1 
(Option) 

Colorado Blvd. Broadway Linda Rosa Ave.  
(SR-134 Interchange) 

Side-Running 

Center Running
9
 

¶ Eagle Rock Plaza 

¶ Eagle Rock Blvd. 

¶ Townsend Ave. 

F2 
(Project) 

Colorado Blvd. Broadway Linda Rosa Ave.  
(SR-134 Interchange) 

Side-Running 

 

¶ Eagle Rock Plaza 

¶ Eagle Rock Blvd. 

¶ Townsend Ave. 

F3 
(Option) 

SR-134 Harvey Dr. Figueroa St.  Mixed-Flow  

Figueroa St. SR-134 Colorado Blvd. Mixed-Flow ¶ Colorado Blvd. 

Colorado Blvd. Figueroa St. SR-134 via N. San Rafael 
Ave. Interchange 

Mixed-Flow  

G1 
(Project) 

SR-134 Colorado Blvd. Fair Oaks Ave. 
Interchange 

Mixed-Flow  

Fair Oaks Ave. SR-134 Walnut St. Mixed-Flow  

Walnut St. Fair Oaks Ave. Raymond Ave. Mixed-Flow  

Raymond Ave. Walnut St. Colorado Blvd. or  

Union St./Green St. 

Mixed-Flow ¶ Holly St. - Metro L Line (Gold) 
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Key Segment From To 
BRT Lane 

Configuration Stations 

G2 
(Option) 

SR-134 Colorado Blvd. Colorado Blvd. 
Interchange 

Mixed-Flow  

Colorado Blvd. or 

Union St./Green St. 

Colorado Blvd. 
Interchange

10
 

Raymond Ave. Mixed-Flow ¶ Arroyo Pkwy. 
Metro L Line (Gold) 

H1 
(Project) 

Colorado Blvd. Raymond Ave. Hill Ave. Mixed-Flow ¶ Los Robles Ave.
11

 

¶ Lake Ave. 

¶ Eastern Terminus at Hill Ave. near 
Pasadena City College  

H2 
(Option) 

Union St. (WB) 

Green St. (EB) 

Raymond Ave.
12

 Hill Ave. Mixed-Flow ¶ Los Robles Ave.
13

 

¶ Lake Ave. 

¶ Eastern Terminus at Hill Ave. near 
Pasadena City College 

 

 

NOTES: 
1. Eastbound side-running BRT lane between Fair Ave. and Vineland Ave. 

2. Westbound mixed-flow BRT operations between Vineland Ave. and Lankershim Blvd. 

3. Southbound mixed-flow BRT operations south of Kling St. and northbound mixed-flow BRT operations south of Hortense St. 

4. Side-running BRT lanes transition to curb-running BRT lanes to the south of Huston St. 

5. The eastbound BRT on Riverside Dr. transitions from mixed-flow to a curb-running BRT lane to the east of Kenwood Ave. 

6. Curb-running BRT lanes transition to median-running BRT lanes at Providencia Ave. 

7. Transitions from mixed-flow operations to side-running BRT to the south of Sanchez Dr. 

8. Route continues via Broadway to Colorado Blvd./Broadway intersection (Project Route F2 and Route Option F1) or via SR-134 (Route Option F3). 

9. Side-running BRT lanes transition to center-running BRT lanes between Ellenwood Dr. and El Rio Ave. 

10. Route option is a couplet that would leave/join Colorado Blvd. via St. John Ave. 

11. Los Robles Ave. station would not be included if paired with Route Option G2. 

12. Route would transition to Colorado Blvd. at St. John Ave. if paired with Route Option G2. 

13. Los Robles Ave. station would not be included if paired with Route Option G2. 
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ES.6 LANE CONFIGURATIONS AND TREATMENTS 

The configuration of dedicated bus lanes could be curb-running, side-running alongside existing 

parking and/or bicycle facilities, and/or center/median-running in the center of the roadway or 

alongside existing roadway medians. The treatments for the Proposed Project and treatment 

options being assessed in the Draft EIR are shown in Table ES-2.  

Table ES-2 ï Lane Configuration and Treatments 

Center-Running Median-Running 

Center-running bus lanes typically provide two 
lanes (one for each direction of travel) in the center 
of the roadway. Center-running bus lanes may be 
physically separated from adjacent traffic by short 
raised-curbs to provide an exclusive guideway for 
BRT vehicles or can simply be delineated with 
pavement markings. In order to preclude roadway 
traffic from turning across the bus lanes, a physical 
barrier such as a short raised-median barrier 
between the two bus lanes may be provided. 
Cross-street and turning traffic is usually limited to 
signalized intersections; pedestrian crossings are 
signal-controlled as well, using traffic signals or 
hybrid pedestrian beacons. Left-turns across the 
busway are usually signal-controlled with turns 
made from left-turn pockets outboard from the bus 
lane.  

 

 

In median-running segments, the BRT service 
operates within dedicated lanes adjacent to a 
median (i.e., the left-most lane in the direction of 
travel). Stations can be placed within the median 
(for buses with left-hand side doors). Alternatively, 
the median can be reconfigured in the station area 
to provide loading islands located outside of the 
bus lanes (for buses with standard right-hand side 
doors.) A median-running bus lane may also be 
physically separated from parallel roadway traffic in 
a defined guideway through the use of short 
raised-curbs or rumble strips. Similar to the center-
running configuration, cross-street and turning 
traffic is usually limited to signalized intersections; 
pedestrian crossings are signal-controlled as well, 
using traffic signals or hybrid pedestrian beacons. 
Left-turns across the busway are usually signal-
controlled with turns made from left-turn pockets 
outboard from the bus lane.  
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Side-Running Curb-Running 

Side-running bus lanes dedicate the right-most 
travel lane to BRT vehicles. Side-running bus lanes 
are separated from the curb by bicycle lanes, 
parking lanes, or both, and may allow for right-
turns to be made from the curb lane at 
intersections reducing conflicts with buses. 
Otherwise, right-turns are allowed to be made from 
the bus lane. Because station placement is 
adjacent to the sidewalk, stations are typically 
developed with bulb outs or curb extensions, 
enhancing walkability and the pedestrian 
environment. Station siting and design treatment 
should minimize conflicts with cyclists, parked 
vehicles, commercial loading zones/vehicles, and 
right-turning traffic. 

Curb-running bus lanes place the dedicated bus 
lane immediately adjacent to the curb, which 
eliminates parking or restricts parking to time 
periods when the bus lane is not operational. Like 
the side-running bus lanes configuration, a curb 
extension may be provided; however, operation 
along the curb may preclude development of a 
bulb out. This type of runningway can experience 
friction or interaction with cyclists, parked vehicles, 
commercial loading zones/vehicles, and right-
turning traffic, which typically merges into the bus 
lane prior to turning.  
 

  

Mixed-Flow 

Mixed-flow operation may be provided along the 
BRT route where buses need to transition from one 
busway configuration to another such as from 
center-running to side-running, where buses may 
need to weave into another lane to make a turn, or 
where traffic operational or geometric constraints 
make provision of a dedicated lane impractical. In 
mixed-flow sections, transit priority at intersections 
may still be provided to facilitate BRT operations. 

 

 

Illustrations have been developed to visually show how the Proposed Project would be 

incorporated into the communities. These illustrations are shown in Figure ES-3 through 

Figure ES-13. 
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Figure ES-3 ï North Hollywood ï Vineland Avenue and Lankershim Boulevard Pre-Project 

 
SOURCE: Kilograph, 2020 

Figure ES-4 ï North Hollywood ï Vineland Avenue and Lankershim Boulevard Post-Project 

 
SOURCE: Kilograph, 2020 


